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 Battle of the Books 

District Competition  

Rules 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.M.V.V. 

Motto:  Read on….. 

Mission:  Engaging students in becoming lifelong readers 

Vision:  Igniting in every child a passion for reading 

Values:             

 To promote literacy 

 To encourage students to read for pleasure 

 To expose students to a variety of genres 

 To give students the opportunity to pursue reading as an 
extracurricular activity 

 To allow students of all reading abilities to participate 

 To encourage the following: reading aloud, book 
discussions, collaboration, and interaction among members 
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Battle of the Books is an event designed to promote literacy through 
reading. The goals of the event are to encourage and recognize students 
who enjoy reading, to broaden reading interests, and to further involve 
students with quality children’s literature.  
 
 
Competition Categories 
 

Grades 3-6 will compete against their respective grade levels. Grades 7 
and 8 will be combined during competition. Grades 9-12 will be 
combined during competition. Students in grades 7-8 and 9-12 can 
create teams of students from one grade level or a combination of grade 
levels.  
 
 
Teams 
 

Elementary schools may send one team per grade level. There can be 
one 6th grade team per school. 7th/8th grade schools and high schools 
may send two teams each for the District Competition.  
 
A maximum of five team members are allowed to compete. Teams may 
choose to have one alternate available to compete in the event that one 
of the five team members is unable to participate.   
 

A captain must be selected for each team. The team captain is 
responsible for holding up the answer cards following each question.  
 

Tournament 
 

The competition will consist of three possible rounds of play.  
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1st Round: Battle  
This first round will have 20 questions of play. The team that has the 
most correct answers will be named the Champion. If there are teams 
that tie for first place then those teams will move to a second round of 
play. All other teams will quickly return to their places with the 
audience. 
 
 

2nd Round: Tiebreaker 
This round will consist of 15 questions. The team that has the most 
correct answers will be named the Champion. If there are teams that tie 
for first place then those teams will advance to a third round of play.  All 
other teams will quickly return to their places with the audience. 
 

3rd Round: Sudden Death 
This is the final possible round of play and will consist of 10 questions. A 
team will automatically be eliminated if a question is missed. If all 
participating teams are eliminated at the same time then all will advance 
to the next question. The last team remaining will be named the 
Champion. Multiple teams that successfully answer all questions in the 
Sudden Death round will be named Co-Champions.  
 

Instructions 
 

Teams will stand at their tables as the moderator introduces each 
participating campus. The audience may cheer on their team as they are 
announced. 
 
The moderator will read a brief question relating to a specific book. The 
question will be read twice. Each question will begin with “In which 
book” and no questions will include title words or character names. 
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Teams have 10 seconds to determine the correct answer in each round 
of play. Timing will begin after the question has been read the second 
time. The captain must display the title card when time is called by the 
moderator.  
 

The moderator will read the correct answer. The official score keepers 
will record the scores. Each team receives one point for holding up the 
correct title card. One table judge will hold up a yellow card to indicate 
to the audience that the answer was correct and a blue card to indicate 
an incorrect answer. 
 
The table judges will have no verbal interaction with the teams. Each 
participating campus will be responsible for providing table judges for 
the competition. 
 
Challenges 
 

The moderator will pause for 5 seconds to allow any team to challenge 
the announced answer. The captain can hold up a red challenge card to 
indicate that a team wishes to issue a challenge if they disagree with the 
announced answer.  
 

The moderator will announce “There are no challenges. Then next 
question is” if no red cards are displayed within 5 seconds of the 
announced answer.  
 

All team points are recorded prior to dealing with individual team 
challenges.  
 

The moderator will state at the beginning of each quotation question: 
“No challenges are permitted when the question involves a direct 
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quotation.” The moderator will not need to pause for 5 seconds after 
the announced answer. 
 
Red Card—Challenge the Answer 
 

Each team will have one red challenge card at the competition table.  
 

A team that challenges an answer by raising the red challenge card will 
have their challenge card removed at the completion of the challenge so 
challenges should only be used if the team is certain they can prove 
another book can be the answer to the moderator’s question. If a 
challenge is successful then all teams with the successfully challenged 
answer will get the point regardless of whether the team raised the 
challenge.  
 

Teams that issue a challenge will need to locate the answer in the book 
they believe to have the answer and show the challenge judge. Each 
school is responsible for bringing at least one copy of each title to the 
competition for challenges in a container to keep under the competition 
table. The moderator will indicate when the team can put the book on 
their table and when the 90 second challenge period (3rd-5th) or 2 minute 
challenge period (6th-8th) begins. The teams must locate the justification 
for their challenge in the book and prove their case to the challenge 
judge. At the end of the challenge period the challenge will be 
considered nullified if the team has not yet located the place in the book 
where proof of the challenge can be found.  
 

Those designated to be challenge judges are responsible for being a 
knowledgeable source for the books on the list. The decision of the 
challenge judge is final with no provisions for appeal.  
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Audience 
 
The audience is expected to remain silent during the competition except 
when the moderator encourages applause. Any campus with 
representatives or students that disrupt the integrity of the competition 
will be disqualified immediately.  


